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The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 



The problem addressed by the present invention can 
therefore be considered that of producing a swash 
plate for an axial piston machine that is simple to 
manufacture and reduced in weight whilst functioning 
better. The solution to this problem proposed in 
claim 1 of the present application involves an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) for the following 
reasons : 



D1-D3 give an overview of different designs of swash 
plates for axial piston machines . It appears that 
such swash plates have hitherto always had sliding 
block receiving openings without encompassing guide 
collars and that the swash plates instead have been 
produced with thick material strength. It was not 
possible to find any prior art document in which 
this was not the case. Given this context, it cannot 
necessarily be supposed that the claimed solution 
constitutes an obvious option. 

D4 discloses an axial piston machine with a 
perforated plate which is used as a retaining device 
for the piston heads. This perforated plate has a 
central bore and a plurality of piston head 
receiving openings which each are comprised of guide 
collars. Despite their similarity to the claimed 
swash plate, it cannot be assumed that the guide 
collars in this case are used for the same purpose, 
since the perforated plate here carries out a 
different function to the swash plate. The claimed 
features are therefore not obvious from D4 . 
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Independent claim 12 relates to an axial piston 
machine containing a swash plate according to claim 
1. Independent claim 23 relates to the method for 
producing this swash plate. The subject matter of 
claims 12 and 23 is therefore novel (PCT Article 
33(2)) and likewise involves an inventive step (PCT 
Article 33(3)) . 



Claims 2-11, 13-22 and 24-28 are each dependent on 
claims 1, 12 and 2 3 and therefore likewise meet the 
PCT novelty and inventive step requirements. 
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